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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.
 
Employment Agreements
 
On April 12, 2023 (the “Effective Date”), Verde Clean Fuels, Inc. (the “Company”), entered into an executive employment agreement with each of Ernest B. Miller, Chief Executive Officer and Interim Chief Financial Officer,
and John Doyle, Chief Technology Officer (respectively, the “Miller Agreement” and the “Doyle Agreement”, and collectively, the “Agreements”). The Agreements each provide for an initial four-year term ending on February
15, 2027 (the “Initial Term”).
 
The Miller Agreement provides for, among other things, (i) an annualized base salary of $508,000, (ii) eligibility to receive an annual cash incentive bonus in an amount up to 75% of his then-applicable base salary, based upon
the achievement of certain performance objectives established by the Company’s Board of Directors (the “Board”) at its sole discretion, which goals may extend over multiple years, (iii) participation in the Company’s employee
benefit and welfare plans, and (iv) an initial option grant under the Company’s 2023 Omnibus Incentive Plan (the “Plan”) with an aggregate grant date fair value of $889,000, which will have an exercise price per share equal to
the greater of (a) $11.00 per-share or (b) the per-share trading price of the Company common stock on the date of grant. Pursuant to the Miller Agreement, if Mr. Miller’s employment is terminated by the Company during the
Initial Term without “cause” (and other than as a result of his death or disability) or if Mr. Miller resigns for “good reason” (each as defined in the Miller Agreement), Mr. Miller will receive, subject to his execution and non-
revocation of a release of claims against the Company and his continued compliance with restrictive covenants: (I) a cash severance payment equal to 1.5 times his then-current base salary, payable in substantially equal
installments over a period of 18 months, and (II) a cash severance payment equal to 2.625 times his then-current base salary, payable in a lump sum within 60 days following the termination date, if such qualifying termination
occurs within 24 months following a Change in Control (as defined in the Plan).
 
The Doyle Agreement provides for, among other things, (i) an annualized base salary of $400,000, (ii) eligibility to receive an annual cash incentive bonus in an amount up to 50% of his then-applicable base salary, based upon
the achievement of certain performance objectives established by the Board at its sole discretion, which goals may extend over multiple years, (iii) participation in the Company’s employee benefit and welfare plans, and (iv) an
initial option grant under the Plan with an aggregate grant date fair value of $600,000, which will have an exercise price per share equal to the greater of (a) $11.00 per-share or (b) the per-share trading price of the Company
common stock on the date of grant. Pursuant to the Doyle Agreement, if Mr. Doyle’s employment is terminated by the Company during the Initial Term without “cause” (and other than as a result of his death or disability) or if
Mr. Doyle resigns for “good reason” (each as defined in the Doyle Agreement), Mr. Doyle will receive, subject to his execution and non-revocation of a release of claims against the Company and his continued compliance with
restrictive covenants: (I) a cash severance payment equal to 1.5 times his then-current base salary, payable in substantially equal installments over a period of 18 months, and (II) a cash severance payment equal to 2.25 times his
then-current base salary, payable in a lump sum within 60 days following the termination date, if such qualifying termination occurs within 24 months following a Change in Control.
 
Following the expiration of the Initial Term, the employment relationship will continue on an “at-will” basis, and the Company will have no obligation to provide the severance benefits described above upon any termination of
employment. Additionally, the Agreements contain certain restrictive covenants regarding confidential information, non-competition, non-solicitation, and non-disparagement. 
 
The foregoing description of the Agreements is qualified in its entirety by reference to the full text of the Miller Agreement and Doyle Agreement, which are attached hereto as Exhibit 10.1 and Exhibit 10.2 and incorporated
herein by reference.
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Item 9.01. Financial Statement and Exhibits.
 
(d) Exhibits.
 
Exhibit
Number   Description
     
10.1*   Employment Agreement, dated as of April 12, 2023 by and between the Company and Ernest B. Miller.
     
10.2*   Employment Agreement, dated as of April 12, 2023 by and between the Company and John Doyle.
     
104   Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document).
 
* Filed herewith.
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https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1841425/000121390023030260/ea177059ex10-1_verdeclean.htm
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1841425/000121390023030260/ea177059ex10-2_verdeclean.htm


 

 
SIGNATURES

 
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
 
Date: April 17, 2023 Verde Clean Fuels, Inc.
   
  By: /s/ Ernest Miller
    Name:  Ernest Miller
    Title: Chief Executive Officer and Interim Chief Financial Officer
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